
Planning for the future
Why Transmission Gully will benefit the Wellington 

region and New Zealand as a whole



Coastal problems

• Fierce opposition

• Decimation of communities

• Loss of existing thriving businesses and 
future potential

• Lack of redundancy



A Tale of Two Cities

• A study of Interstate 5 through North 
County San Diego, California. Constructed 
in the 1960s, inland from the existing US101 
coastal route, the results of the route for 
the new highway have paid handsome 
dividends for San Diego

• What Wellington can learn from this 
historically comparable example



Today’s North Coastal 
San Diego:

1926-67 US101
• La Jolla

• Del Mar

• Solana Beach

• Encinitas

• Carlsbad

• Oceanside



Highly desired today:
Residents of the area

• Theodor Suess Geisel (Dr. Suess, died 1991)

• Actors Gregory Peck and Raquel Welch

• Doug Flutie, NFL/CFL Quarterback

• Anne Rice, novelist (vampire chronicles)

• From Forbes 400 richest Americans-Helen 
Copley,  Audrey Geisel, Irwin/Joan Jacobs, 
Margaret Cargill



National/World leading 
companies call 
the area home

• Declared #1 biotech cluster in the US by 
Milken Institute, June 2004 (Biosite, Biogen)

• Highest residential concentration of Science 
Based Nobel winners in the world

• Wireless communications capitol of the 
world (Qualcomm)



Why?

• Part of attracting quality people and 
businesses is providing a high quality of life. 
North Coastal San Diego does this, which is 
why it is some of the most desirable 
property in California.

• At the same time, Interstate 5 provides 
quick access to markets and commerce. 
Places to live and work in one integrated 
package.









Where are they?

From Jackrabbits and Coyotes to 
world leaders in biotech and 

wireless communications, in less 
than 30 years









It’s already happening 
along SH1

• Rick Lucas (Helipro)

• Ian Wells

• (more to go here)



Have it all:
Choose the gully

• Vibrant coastal community

• Infrastructure for business

• Route redundancy

• Little to no impact on voters, commuters, 
etc.

• Room for the future

Displace hedgehogs, not families and 
communities


